
 

 

AN ELECTORAL REFORM IN REGULATION 

A year and a half for the national elections for President and other offices of popular election in 
the Republic of Panama, through the recent reform to the Electoral Code (Law No. 29 enacted 
last May) and its more than 10 regulatory decrees, a better control of the political campaigns is 
required, including the regulation for the first time, the amount of money that candidates and 
parties will be able to spend on their campaigns. The sums -in kind and cash- that donors can 
contribute to the campaign of the candidate of their preference are also limited. In order for the 
regulator to be aware of all private contributions, it has established a detailed and rigorous 
procedure in order that applicants and/or their political parties can receive donations. 

Another significant change is the time limit in which parties and candidates can campaign before 
the elections in May 2019. They will only have a 60 day period for electoral propaganda and the 
Electoral Court has promised strong supervision to the fulfillment of this term. 

The legislation includes regulation for electoral propaganda broadcasted through the Internet 
and social networks, as well as the period of electoral closure. Sanctions are foreseen both for 
the person responsible for the advertisement and for the medium that publishes it during the 
end of this period. 

The regulatory entity has been holding meetings with the main actors of the networks, including: 
Google, Facebook and Twitter to refine details of the regulations. Topic issues are still being 
discussed because it is argued that more limitations may result in restrictions to freedom of 
expression rather than strengthening democracy. 

Finally, the law penalizes the purchase of votes or execution of acts of coercion towards the 
electors either by candidates, interposed person or political parties. This includes gifts, handouts, 
donations and even simulation of raffles that are considered political patronage practices and 
therefore constitute a crime. 

Do not hesitate to contact us for more details. 
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